GAULY, LEWIS & POOLE PUT

OUTHFUL exuberance and

experience came together

in the first Ace of Aintree
m of the season when
young Alex Gault came up
against Greg Lewis and Tim
Poole in the Superbike and
Powerbike races.

Gault did win his Superbiks haat,
but the final was a three man battie,
with just a fifth of a second dividing
the trio for most of the race.

Gault kept ahead of Poole, then
Lewis and then Poole again.

Lewis set two fastest laps and
Poole one but neither could get
passed Gault.

The rest of the field was led by Pete
Whiteside who won his earlier heat
with a faster time than Gault.

Stanting from second spot on the
grid, Whiteside found the pace of the
leaders a littie too hot.

Lap record holder Mike Walker
dropped his Suzuki at Club, while
Whitaside and Tony Rainford had their
own private battle.

Whiteside finally got the edge on
Rainford and pulled out a three
seconds gap, but he could not narrow
the gap between himself and the
three riders ahead.

It was the same pattern in the
Powerbike points race - Gault was
again first off the line from Lewis,
who was on pole after resisting a

ing-together with Gault in the
qualifying race.

Poole set the fastest second lap,
while Lewis out-braked Gault on the
third circuit and set a fastest lap
despite problems at Bechers to take
the lead.

Poole then tried to get passed the
youngster, but Gault resisted the
challenge.

So hot was the pace, the three had
built-up a ten seconds gap over the
rest of the field.

Gault went under Lewis at Club on
the last lap, and in daing so he
caught Lewis with his handlebar.

Lewis was pushed wide and lost
the lead, with Gault snatching the
victory with Poole third, though
hardly a wheel length separated them
over the finish line.

Rainford and Whiteside battled for
fourth spot again, with Rainford
getting the verdict this time.

Poole again shone in the Formula
600 races, closely chased by Roy
Richardson.

Poole was fastest for the second
and third laps, but Richardson fought
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back on the fourth as he clipped a
fifth of a second off Poole's fastest
lap, but it was the wily Poole who
took the win,

Richardson did not go away empty
handed, though, as he powered a 350
Agrmacchi around in first place in
both 350cc Classic races, beating all
the 350cc Hondas by two seconds
over the five laps.

It was not a good day for father
and son, Terry and Tim Kermode.

Tim, having reached second spot
on the grid next to pole setter Mark
Woodman in the Formula 400s, was
first off the line and kept his nose

ahead of Woodman for four of the
seven laps,

Woodman briefly took the lead on
lap five, though Kermode was ahead
again at the start of lap six, but with
marshals reporting seeing smoke
coming from hisYamaha,

Tim did hang on to take the win
but he did not risk coming out in the
later 500cc points race, instead
watching from the start line with a
pint.

Father Terry was involved with a
three way battle with season-long
rival Dave Edwards, plus Peter
Symes in the upto S0cc Classics.

Symas won the qualifier, and he

was up with the 250ccYamahas in the

points race.

Edwards took the lead for a couple
of laps, but Kermode was getting
faster and faster.

At the first left-hander, Edwards
went wide on lap three which
allowed Symes and Kermode to get
underneath.

Kermode crossed the stant-finish
line ahead of Symes going into the
fourth lap, while Edwards stalked
them both for a couple of laps before
he went under both at the end of the
Straight going into Club, coming out
of the long right-hander ahead of his
rivals

Mike Hose pushed his way through
the field from tenth spot on the grid

to win the 50cc Championship race,
while Rob Hodson was the first of the
1255 home.

Nick CroweMark Cox headed a large
Sidecar field, winning all three races.

Championship contenders Dave
Holden/Rob Coward returned to the
paddock halfway through the
qualifier, so they had to start the
points race from the back row.

Run with the Fil outfits,
Holden/Coward were sixth on the
second lap, fourth on the fifth lap and
then third, overtaking Trevor
Robinson/Richard Stewart on the final
circuit to finish second behind
Crow/Cox, 10 put another maximum
F1 class points-haul under their belts.
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1 Eric Bennett 5m 14075 - £71.57mgh. 8 Johnson, 9W. Coward 53.38s - 0.05mph. Birkanhoad [Duces 2501, 5 Ted Formuls 600 Steel-Frame 2Crompton, 3 Raindord, 4 Whinwel, 4 David Seallow [Ducat), 5 Les h'—b-w
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(Yamahal. $ Jotn Bywtt (Hondal, (Suzuki 1000, 6 Johny Broadiey (Honda). FL: Crowe/Cox 1 i 2501, 8 Richard von S Bl Swallow (Norton], § Kaith 8 Cronshaw, 3 Eddie Marshall 06,405 - 53 2imph. 4Imgnnmn
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{Hands), 10 Graham Rickman 10 Cheis Robarts (Honds 600 2Robirson,Stewart. 3 Ha Butterworth (BSAL 10 Brian Cooper  First 5 Atiin, § Caunce, 7 Bl Moore [Vamaha 350, 9 Stusn Oshoume
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