MAG Sport-supported rider Alex Gault
continues o imprass at British Super
bikes, in the inaugural year of the Mational
Super Stock 600 Championship the
Scottish youngster Gault sits Sth in the
main championship and dth in "The David
Jettries Meamornal Award” schama for the
under 19°s

The David Jefferies Mamanal Fund was
pstablishecd 1o help Childrén's charities and
motoreycle orientated charities but also to
a55i51 junior riders in thair efforts to
achisve therr ullimate goal of competing
an the intérnational scene.

Tha Jeffries family think the

appropriate classes from which
suparstars can evolve are the GP125
and the Mational Super Stock 600
classes. For each of the 12 B58

rounds of tha GP125 and BOO
Superstock Class the DJ Memaorial

Fund pays £600 1o the highest placed 16
vear old or under 16 yvear old in the GP125
Class and £500 to the highest placed 18
year old or under in the B00 Superstock
class, An end of year prize of £1500 goas
to the winner of the GP125 and MNational
Superstock 600 Championships, in their
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Round 7 Mational Superstock G600
Championship - Knockhill

After Alex” turnaround at Oulton Park
whara ha had his best result to date
qualifying in 8th place and finishing Bih,
things looked very hopaful for the next
round to be held at his local track,
Knockhill, even bedng tipped 1or the wan by
some. Tha weekend had started very well
for the MAG Sport rider. Topping the leader
hoard in Fres Practice, the only rider to go
sub 53 secands, Alax’ lap time of 52.862
laid down the gauntlét to the other 44
challengers at this round, First qualitying
was held on a vary weat track and Alex
admitted not pushing hard as he knew Q2
would not be held in any Worsa waather
conditions, he ended up P17 about a
second of provisional pole. Q2 was held
on better track conditions but still damp
and overcast, Alex qualified in 4th position
which was the inside line for the start of
Sunday’s race, 0.2 of a second behind
pole sitter and championship leader Lee
JONNSLEN

On Sunday the weather conditions were
very unsettled and the local knowled e of
the team made them decide on a wet front
tyre and a dry rear, this turned out 1o be
the wrong chowce. As Alex hned up on the
gricd he found almost averyone alse had
gone for a completely dry set-up. Alex got
off the line well a3 the hghts weant out and
he managed to set lap times similar to the
front runners that ware on dry set ups but
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with the wet tyre failing lap by lap Alex
slipped back to 9th before the inshing
flag fall. In fairmess to the team it did start
to rain during the race but only a few
draps and nothing to affect the grip
available from the track surface. Alex”
mechanic said "MY FALILT! | hold my
hands up. Alex did nat need the advantage
| tried to give him but | did think it was
going to rain, When | saw everyone alsa
on the front row with dry tyres | would
have liked to have changed his front, | just
didn't have time. | really am gutted for
Ala.”

The rezsult doas not serve the youngster
justice, as this without doubt was one of
the 17 year olds best ndes of his racing
careaarn a very -!_'||_J|,$',' ['li_!f[(‘.l[lﬂHi‘.l_!H' He was
incidentally, the only fimisher with a wot
Iyre, as anyone else had aither crashed out
or retired. The result was nol what
evaryone had hoped for but was still good
enough to preserve his 11th place in the
championship gwer all and 3rd place in tha
‘Tha Dawid Jeffenes Memonal Award'.

Round 8 Mational Suparstock 600
Championship - Cadwell Park

Thea naxt round of the championship was
to be held at Cadwell Park. Gault’s father
has made no secret of the thoughts he has
for the Lincolnshire Circuit. He said

“This is my personal opinion. | considar
Cadwell Park to be the most dangerous
track in the UK. It is a vary damanding
circuit at club level but | do not think it's
zafe enough for the pace of a British
Championship race. | said at the start of
the year; it Alex had no chance of winmng
the champienship by the time this venue
came round that he would not race there
He 15 sitting in 11th place in the main
championship and | can s no banefit
from letting him race. It is very hard to
portray my thoughts in pant; it is not a one
man protest against Cadwell Park. it is just
me protecting my son 83 best | can.”

The decision almost saw Gault without a
bike for the rest of the season, as his main
Sponsor ASTRO ware not at all happy
Howewer things have been worked out and
Alex could start lo prepara for round 8 1o
be held at Croft in Morth Yorkshire

Round 9 National Super stock 600
Championship - Croft

Although Croft is a local cireuit for Alex he
has not had much time around it and his
success at tha meeting was thanks to one
man, ‘Trevor Baird', one of Alex’ persona
sponsors who paid for the team to attend
a test day at the circuit. Alex would ke (o
publicly thank Trevor for this as it returned
massive dividends as he then arrived at
the Croft maeting having a good set up for
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