ALEX Gault's hopes of
winning the Scottish
champlonship ended ab-
ruptly when the Carluke
motorcyclist crashed out
of his last race at Knock-
hill.

The tecnager had necdad 1o take
the chequered Mag in all of the
remaining races 10 overhan] the
lead held by Craig McLelland, but
crashed out as he pursoed his rval
in the sccond race of the latest
competiton douhle header

Alex had been nhappy with (he
handling of the FVFIO0 bike in a
curtailed practice wiuon, congiling
ol -".'!|?. 1K '|.‘|"l\_ duoe o an ol L|‘Ii||
and red flag on the Fife cincuit

However, be was confident of
being able 1o nepotiate the track in
the wet moe L1.1_'. conditions, which
he proved by taking pole in the
qu.._l.:r_uhg SRR

he track dned op ahead of the
firsi race, though, and he could
only fimish a distant second behind
McClelland, after a race-long
hatile with Lewis Fammow

Anowing that it was all or noth-
ing a% be scl out for the socond
race, the local youngster lodt con-
trol as he pushed o stay with
Mcelelland and crashed oul, ending
his hopes of winning the champi-
onship in his debot scason

After o rapid and extensive ne-
par pob to the damaged bike, he
then travelled o Donington to

compsete in both the seventh round
of the CBS00 Cup, in which he is
thi overall leader. and the week-
r.*'ul'-. 4N T T

He endured mined fortunes, mol
being oredited wath victory in the
opening race doe to a lechnical ermor,
but winning the sccond against
rders on more poweriol bikes,

The local rider qualified sixth
oaverall and third in hus ¢ SlCpory lor
the CBY) Cup race, taking the
[FI% h:- the end ol the first |_'|.r\l,'|.rh1
winning a see-saw baltle with
Andy Burtwidge to win by five
secomds

However, it was then discovered
that he had withoul a
traneponder, 3 small electronie Lim-
ing devioe, attached 1o kit bike ax it

raced

had been transferred duning a buxy
qualifving penod o his other ma
chine and had not been swilched
back

The rules state thal nod r:.1.'.-||!|__..‘ i
transponder resulis in disqualifica-
tron, and the win was awarded o the
second-placed nder

However, he shrugged off that
disappointment and dealt with the
beluted discovery of a petrol tank

leak in his repaired RVEF400 bike o
produce one of his best moes of the
weason o a mixed SOlce and G0Ce
race later that day

Alex led his own category by the
second lap and was closing in oa the
overnll leader by the fifth lap when
red flags were waved o signal a
crazh and subsequent restart

He was placed thind after the first
lap when the race gol underway once

Crash puts paid to

AlexX’s Scottish title
challenge

again, and chased down G00ce Jead
¢rn Ivan Lintin and Jonty Dixon,
overtaking the pair on the final lap
and reconding an cutnght win — and
wiith fuel 1o spare

It gave him victory by more than
30 seconds from closest 00 com
petitar Mick Chadwick, while he beat
championship leader Ritchie Welsh
inla third place by almost 42
secinds



